BILLBERGIA x BLIREIANA by Ed Andre, Soc. Nat. d’Hort de France 139-140. 1889

Parmi les Bromeliacees qui se sont le plus facilement pretees a la fecondation artificielle, et dont les produits ont ete le plus facilement obtenus, so trouve cette gracieuse petite espece, si florifere, qu'on appelle Billbergia nutans. Deja, de jolis hyrides ou metis de cette plante, avec d'autres especes, ont ete  repandus dans les cultures

L'un des plus remarquables est certaine​ment celui que MM. Jacob-Makoy, de Liege, ont mis au commerce sous le nom de B. Windii, et qui provenait d'un B.nutans feconde par le B. decora. M. Witt​mack, en publiant l'espece dans le Gartenflora (1888, p7), dit que le B. decora, Poepp.et End., est le meme que B. Baraquiniana, C. Lem., lequel passerait au rang de synonyme. 

J’ai opere a mon tour des fecondations du B. nutans avec d'autres especes, et la plante que je decris aujourd’hui, obtenue a Lacroix-Blere (d'ou son nom de B. blireiana ), est le resultat d'une de ces hybridations.

BILLBERGIA X BLIREIANA, Ed. Andre. hybr. nov. 

Plante cespiteuse, a nombreux rejets formant une touffe arrondie. Feuilles dressees, puis etalees, retombantes, les premieres a base embrassante dila​tee, puis tres-brusquement attenuees, lineaires-etroites, canaliculees, les intermediaires de plus en plus longues, acuminees-aigues, longues de 50-60 cm, larges de 4 cm, les centrales tres-courtes et tres-larges ( 0.05m et plus), a sommet aigu, brusquement deflechi, toutes lepi​dotes sur les deux faces, munies d’aiguillons fins, courts, dresses, bruns, distants, s'attenuant vers le sommet. Hampe pendante, grele, longue de 50-60cm, rouge-laque frais, ainsi que les bractees caulinaires invaginantes. Bractees florales semi-embrassantes etalees. oblongues-aigues, cucullees, rose vif et frais, longues de 6-7cm, 1es superieures rudimentaires a peine visibles. Epi long de 20-25cm, a rachis grele, droit a la base, en zigzag au sommet, a fleurs distantes, divariquees. Fleurs subsessiles, longues de 5-6 cm compris l'ovaire, qui est plisse-sillonne, vert-pale et long de 12-15mm. Calyce a sepales disposes en tube, longs de 15-20 mm, verts a la base, roses au milieu, bleus au sommet, obtus-mucrone. Petales a tube vert, a lobes ovales-etales, revolutes, entierement bleu-indigo. Etamines a filets verts comme le style;  antheres jaunes. Style plus long que les etamines; stigmate bleu, spirale.

Cette Bromeliacees nouvelle est tres-gracieuse par son port et la jolie couleur rose-laque, d'un ton net et frais, de ses bractees florales. Elle a un feuillage intermediaire entre ses deux parents, et ses fleurs, toutes bleues, la separent nettement de ces petales simplement bordes d'un lisere indigo, qui caracterisent le B. nutans.

Les plantes qui ont donne naissance au B. blireiana sont:

Plante pollinifere, B. nutans.

Plante seminifere, B. iridifolia.

Nous avons la satisfaction d'annoncer que cette nouveaute sera prochainement mise au commerce.

Translated by Butcher

Among the Bromeliaceae that in itself is the most easily lent to artificial fertilization, and whose hybrids are easily obtained, you find this gracious small species, so floriferous, called Billbergia nutans. Already, pretty hybrids or half-castes of this plant, with other species, have been brought into cultivation 

One of the most remarkable is certainly the one that Messrs Jacob-Makoy, of Liege, introduced to commerce by the name of B. Windii, which came from fertilising B.nutans with B. decora. Mr. Wittmack, while publishing the species in Gartenflora (1888, p7), says that  B. decora, Poepp.et End., is the same as B. baraquiniana, C. Lem., which would pass to the rank of synonym. 

I fertilized B. nutans with other species, and the plant that I describe today, got its name from Lacroix-Blere (thus B. blireiana), is the result of one of these hybridizations. 

BILLBERGIA X BLIREIANA, Ed., André. hybr. Nov. 

Plant caespitose, numerous offsets forming a rounded clump. 

Leaves erect, then spreading, then falling again, the first ones wider and enclosing the base, then very suddenly attenuate, narrow lineal, canaliculate, the middle ones more and longer, acuminate-acute,  50-60 cm long,  4 cm wide, the central ones very short and very wide (0.05m and more), have an acute tip, suddenly deflected, all lepidote on both two faces, with thin, short spines, erect, brown, apart, attenuate toward the tip. 

Scape hanging, spindly, 50-60cm long, fresh lacquer red, as well as the sheaths of the scape bracts. 

Floral bracts semi -enclosing spreading. oblong acute, cucullate, lively and fresh pink, 6-7cm long, the upper ones rudimentary, hardly visible. 

Spike 20-25cm long, has spindly rhachis, erect from the base, zigzag at the tip, flowers lax, divaricate. 

Flowers subsessile, 5-6 cm long including the ovary, which is creased furrowed, pale green , 12-15mm long. 

Calyx has sepals arranged in a tube, 15-20 mm long, green at the base, pink in the middle, blue at the tip, obtuse mucron. 

Petals in a  green tube, spreading oval lobes, revolute, entirely blue indigo. 

Stamens and filaments green like the style; anthers yellow. Style longer than the stamens; stigma blue, spiralled. 

This new Bromeliad is very graceful in its stature and the pretty pink - lacquer colour of its clean and cool tone, of its floral bracts. It has intermediate foliage between its two parents, and its flowers, all blue, separate it distinctly from the petals edged with indigo that characterizes B. nutans. 

The plants that have given birth to  B. blireiana are: 

Pollen parent, B. nutans. 

Seed parent, B. iridifolia. 

We are pleased to announce that this novelty will be soon released to the trade. 

